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It is with great sorrow that we learned about the
passing of Professor Teruka z u Kawasaki. Dr.
Kawasaki's relation to Minnesota and the Halberg
Chronobiology Center started in the mid-1970s
with the Minnesota-Kyushu Breast Cancer Study.
The study designed by Franz and Erna Halberg
with Teru Kawasaki was a comprehensive mapping
of circadian, circatrigintan, and circannual rhythms
of blood pressure, heart rate, and a number of
hormones determined in blood and urine in

clinically healthy women at different personal and
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familial risk of developing breast cancer later in
life. Samples collected in Japan were sent to
Minnesota for chemical determinations by the late
Professor Erhard Haus at St Paul Ramsey
Hospital, now Regions Hospital in St Paul,
Minnesota, and for numerical analyses by Franz
Halberg at the University of Minnesota. With
independent validation of some aspects of the
study in Italy and elsewhere, it remains the
largest epidemiological investigation of breast
cancer risk conducted from a chronobiological
viewpoint, which led to numerous publications and
several PhD theses. It was also the start of a
treasured friendship that lasted a lifetime.
Throughout the years, we had the opportunity to
meet Teru in person not only at international
meetings of chronobiology, but also in Minnesota,
his second home. Teru’'s dedication to science until
the end when he studied on himself the benefits of
coQ10 will be remembered with respect and

gratitude.
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