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A speedy version of the double-time story
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With the recent Nobel prize awarded to Jeff Hall,
Michael Rosbash and Mike Young, we were invited
to retell the story of double-time (dbd), a key
component of the circadian clock that was identified
in the Young lab in the 1990s 2. Hopefully, it will

become clear that Nobel-prize winning science is a

mixture of bold vision, persistence and lucky breaks.

Circadian (~24hr) rhythms had been studied in the

1950s and ‘60s as a fascinating phenomenon.
However, it was not until Seymour Benzer and his
lab bravely attempted to identify clock mutants
that the molecular analysis of circadian rhythms
opened up, culminating in the 2017 Nobel prize.
Ron Konopka, a PhD student in Benzer’s lab,
identified the first mutants that altered circadian
behavior in a forward genetic screen 3. All three

mutations mapped to the same chromosomal
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